[Should patients with type 2 diabetes be screened for lower extremity arterial disease?]
Lower extremity arterial disease (LEAD) is a serious and invalidating disease with a relatively high prevalence in the diabetic population. Patients suffering from both conditions have a less favourable prognosis of affected limbs compared to non-diabetic patients, with more frequent adverse limb events such as amputations. Nevertheless, awareness of LEAD remains sub-optimal in the diabetic population. Regular and appropriate screening for this condition is therefore recommended. Affected individuals should receive optimal medical treatment, including intensive management of the various cardiovascular risk factors and strict blood glucose control.